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East Surry High School announced today that a search has begun for a head football coach for the 2018 

season. Coach David Diamont has decided to retire as the Varsity Football Coach at East Surry High School.  

Principal Lorrie Sawyers commented,  “I want to thank Coach Dave Diamont for all that he has meant to East 

Surry Football, the community, and to the players he has coached.” 

 

“My wife has been pushing me to retire from coaching for several years now, so we can travel.  She’ll probably 

apply for my passport tomorrow,” commented Dave Diamont.  “I’ve got a lot to be thankful for.  I’ve coached 

many fine young men and women in this area and hope that they are better human beings because of it.  I 

have been blessed by having great men and women on my staff.  East Surry is a great place to educate your 

child and I have been lucky to teach and coach in Pilot Mountain. My son, Davey, is a football coach, so I’ll be 

able to attend more of his games now.  My other son, Hunter, will return from his deployment overseas in 

June, so we’ll enjoy visiting with him in Washington, DC.  My daughter Ashley’s music career has really taken 

off, so I’ll be able to attend more of her performances.  I had thought about writing a book after I retire, so 

now’s the time to start drafting it.” 

 

Diamont began his career in the Mt. Airy City district as a teacher and JV coach for football and basketball for 

three years then decided to take a year off to further his education.  After getting his master’s, Diamont 

returned to Mount Airy for five years.  In 1977, Diamont went to work at East Surry, where he stayed until 

1989.  In 1990, Diamont returned to the Bears. Diamont rejoined the Cardinals in 1999 and remained through 

the 2017 season.  His record at East Surry consists of 252 wins and 131 losses.  Under his leadership, East Surry 

teams were conference champions in 1983, 2000, 2001, 2002, 2014, 2015, and 2016.   The 2001 team made it 

to the Western Regional Finals. 

His record at Mt. Airy consisted of 39 wins and 22 losses giving Coach Diamont an overall record of 291 wins 

and 153 losses. 

In addition to life of teaching and coaching, Diamont was heavily involved in politics. He became interested in 

political science as a young man in 1974. He went on to spend 10 two-year terms in the North Carolina House 

of Representatives. In 1989, Diamont was named chairperson of the House Appropriations Committee. 

mailto:dickersons@surry.k12.nc.us


In 2017, Governor Roy Cooper created the Governor’s Teacher Advisory Committee composed of up to 25 

teachers and support personnel.  As a longtime local educator, the governor chose Diamont to provide 

teaching advice since he had 46 years of teaching experience.   

David Diamont received induction into the Surry County Hall of Fame’s Class of 2016. As part of the 

recognition, his achievements included his win/loss record for his years with the Cardinals and Mount Airy 

football programs.  Also included was the fact that he was the head coach for the East-West All-State game in 

1985 and 2008, and an assistant coach for the Elite Shrine Bowl of the Carolinas in 2006. 

East Surry is committed to excellence and competing at the highest level, and East Surry’s goals for 

participation and performance going into next season haven’t changed.  Assistant  Football Coach, David 

Johnson, will lead spring practices with the football team. 

Athletic Director Randy Marion commented, “We are deeply appreciative of Coach Diamont’s efforts. He is, 

and will always remain a valued member of the East Surry High School community. His influence is more than 

wins and losses.  We will miss him, but wish him the best as he begins his new adventures.” 

 

The East Surry Football Head Coaching position is currently open.  Those interested should contact principal 

Lorrie Sawyers at 336-368-2251. 

 


